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He became Schlatter’s ardent disciple and persuaded the
master to become his guest. As if to expiate this accept-
ance of luxurious conditions Schlatter, one November night,
quietly disappeared, leaving behind him this laconic scrap
of blasphemy: "Mr. Fox, my mission is finished and the
Father recalls me. I salute you ; Francis Schlatter.
Nov. 13th." He has not apparently been heard of since.

Both Dowie and he are only links in a long chain of thau-
maturgists whose prototype is lost in the mists of time.

"The mania for believing oneself inspired," Calmeil points
out in his work "De la Folie," "for believing and announc-
ing oneself a prophet, has been so frequently manifested
among the sectaries of all religions, that we are em-

barrassed by the choice of examples of this deplorable
unhealthy condition." 

-

AN UNUSUAL APPLICATION.

A REMARKABLE instance of popular misconceptions with
regard to the asylum treatment of insanity was supplied
recently in the West of England. During an interval
in the business of the -Cornwall quarter sessions held

at Bodmin on Oct. 21st the whole of a jury which

had been engaged in the trial of a prisoner expressed
a wish to visit the county asylum and for this purpose
asked written permi-sion from the chairman (Mr. W. C.
Pendarves). The motives which prompted the jurymen
to make this request were, no doubt, harmless enough;
the strange feature of the case was their failure to 

I
understand that the coming and going of casual visitors
would be singularly out of place in such an institution.

Unhappily, the majority of the patients suffer from chronic
mental disorder, often associated with structural changes in
the cerebral tissue, but when the symptoms have not been of
long duration many regain their faculties and resume the

positions which they held before their illness. This propor-
tion of recoveries being an important justification of our

elaborate and costly asylum system; the object of the
medical superintendents is to make their institutions as far
as possible hospitals for mental disease. In addition to

being afflicted with one of the most terrible of maladies

many of the patients are abnormally sensitive and anything
which might suggest that they were being made subjects of
exhibition would be intensely cruel. It is, however, only
within a comparatively recent period that the public
responsibility for the humane treatment of lunatics has
been generally recognised. Even in 1844 the Commis-

sioners in Lunacy in their reports to the Lord Chancellor

complained of the prevalence of abuses and of the

remissness of justices of the peace in attending to their

duty of inspecting lunatic asylums, while in the eighteenth
century Bethlehem Asylum in London was an everyday
resort of idlers who paid a small admission fee for the

purpose of being entertained by the antics and foolish talk
of the inmates. Edward Ward, a well-known writer who
died in 1731, introduces a visit to this asylum in his

"London Spy " and has left a deplorable account of the
scenes which were to be witnessed.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO AND ITS
MEDICAL SCHOOL.

AT the annual convocation of the University of Toronto
which took place on Oct. 2nd the honorary degree of LL.D.
was conferred upon Professor William Osler of Johns Hopkins
University, Professor C. S. Sherrington of the University
of Liverpool, Professor Welch of Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity, Professor Keen of Jefferson Medical College,
and Professor Chittenden of Yale University. The

degree was also conferred in ansenti&acirc; on Professor
Bowditch of H-irvard University. The inaugural address,
which was delivered by Professor Sherrington at the

opening of the new medical and science buildings of the
University of Toronto, will appear in our columns next
week. The new buildings in question are chiefly intended
for the study of physiology, pathology, and hygiene and
are stated to be as fine as, or even finer than, any which
we have in this country. The opening of these buildings
was also marked by the union of the old Anglican School of
Medicine-viz , Trinity College-with the University School,

so 
that now the University School contains over 600 medical

students and is the largest in Canada.

BETHLEHEM HOSPITAL.

WE have received a leaflet giving notice of a service of
commemoration which was held in the chapel of the above
hospital on Oct. 23rd. The order of service was a hymn,
Evening Prayer up to the end of the Third Collect,
the 130th Psalm, and another hymn. Then followed the

address, two anthems, and the final hymn. The leaflet
contains some interesting historical notes dealing with
various important dates in the history of the hospital which
was founded in 1247 as a Priory of St. Mary of Bethlehem ;
the following were the word of the Founder in his charter of
foundation :-

By reason of my reverence for my Lord and for His most tender
Mother, to the honour and glory also of our Lord the King, to the
benefit in manifold ways of the City of London, in which I was born,
as well as for the salvation of mv own soul, and for the salvation of the
souls of my parents and frienrts, I have given to God and to the Church
of St. Mary of Bethlehem all my land in the parish of St. Botolph,
without Bishopsgate, with houses, gardens, orchards, ditches, and
marshes, for the foundation of a Priory there, with a prior, canons,
brothers, and sisters, who shall wear upon their mantles the badge of
a star. And there shall be celebrated in the church to be erected there
divine services for the souls aforesaid and for the souls of all the
faithful dead. And I have handed over the possession of all things
aforebaid to Godfrey, Bishop of Bethlehem, to whom the said place
shall pay one mark each year at Easter.
This Charter of my Foundation I have signed and sealed on the

Wednesday after the Feast of St. Luke, A.D. 1247. Witnesses :-Peter
Fitz-Alwyn, Mayor of London; Nicholas Bat, Sheriff ; Ralph
Sperlynges, Alderman ; Godfrey de Campes, Simon the Tiler, Simon
the Loriner, and others.

We are glad to see that the commemoration service has not
been altogether dropped, though no doubt the intention of
the founder was to include a missa pro defunctis. We think
it would not be out of the way to remind the authorities of
the hospital that both before and after the Reformation there
existed a number of services called dirges and one of these
closely following the English use authorised in 1545 was

sung last year in St. Paul’s Cathedral on the burial day
of the late Archbishop of Canterbury.

OBLITERATION OF THE SUPERIOR VENA CAVA.

IN the Bulletin of the Johns Hopkins Hospital for July
Professor Osler has published an important paper on the
rare condition of Obliteration of the Superior Vena Cava.
While compression of this vessel is not very uncommon in

cases of aortic aneurysm and mediastinal tumours complete
obliteration with establishment of a collateral circulation is

extremely rare. Only 29 published cases could be col-
lected from literature. They can be classified as follows :-
1. Thrombosis due to disease within the rein (10 cases).
2. Disease outside the vein (19 cases)-tuberculosis (four
cases), mediastinitis (four cases), aneurysm (four cases),
syphilis (three cases), periaortitis (two cases), carci-

noma (one case), and fibroma (one case). The symptoms
depend on the degree to which the collateral circulation
is established. Any one of the three great veins of
the body may be obliterated for years and the patient
retain good health if the collateral circulation is com-

plete. Professor Osler records the two following cases.

A man, aged 22 years, was admitted to hospital com-
plaining of dyspnoea, tightness of the chest, and swelling
of the neck. Six weeks previously he went to bed feeling
well and awoke with dyspncea. He found that his

neck was swollen and felt as though something was


